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Soviet revlogic regional studies have Leen very numeroua since World war il, 25X1
This activity has aimed at the development of heavy industry and especially .
at the preparation of s mineral basis for that industry. Surveys of

geologic structurs and useful minerals have been conducted in the old

industrial regions of tue Doreis Basin, Krivol Rog, and the Second Baiu

0il Fields, the cld Baku Oil Fields, the North Caucasus, the Ural Mountains,

the Kuznetsk Basin, and Pre-Baikelia (the ares west of Lake Saikal).

In addition, the USSR has sent geologic expediticns into the Asiatic

USSR, especially into North Siberis, Eegt Siberis, the itiddle Asiatic 25X1
regions, and the Far East. In these enormous treas, hundreds of geologi:

and indusirial research partics made up of geodesists, 2ngineers,

technicians, etc. er: engaged in preparing the way for exploitation of

nineral resources.

Tha Soviets arg exploring for cil fields in the Chatangs /Khatange

71 588=102 30E/ rezion of the Lena River Basin, and have discovered

new oil fields in the Yakutask region. Geo.ogic resecrch hes been organ-
ized in the Kamchetks and Chukotski Peninsulas and in North Sekhalin.
Searches are being conducted for gas fields in the Pre-Urals (West of

the Urals) and in the Saratov /51 34N-46 O digtrict on the Volge

River; for mstallic minerals in Middle isis, Pre-Baiimiic, and East
Siberia (the Chorski Mountains, and the Aldan eud Folyma districts);

and for uranium minerals in m-m?ua, near olie in the Buryst-
Mongolskaya ASSR, and in the Kola /68 52N-33 district of the Ulreire.
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The uranium search in the Buryat-Mongolskaye ASSR has been conducted
under the guise of studying fossil animals (see the Paleontological
Report, Efremov, in the Journal Priroda, 1953). Special attention is
peing directed towards inhe seurch for titanium minerals in bauxite, and
in products of the weathering of crystallic rocks. There are many
research parties seeking rare mctals in the Asiatic part of the USSR.

The plan of the Soviet Academy of Sciences in Moscow directs studies of
geographic conditions and geologic resources in all countries bordering
on the USSR, especially the Asiatic countries. The Buropean Satellites
have come in for some attention, too. The Soviets have been interested
in iron and zinc ore deposits in Poland, 51l field research in Rumanie,
and speclal uranium ore research in Poland (Lower Silesia) and East
Germany (Aue, Saxony 50 35N-12 42 E). All Pollsh geologic, geographic
end other scientific literature must have résumés or abstracts in Russian

to relleve Soviet sclentists of the necessity of reading foreign literature.

The Soviets are greatly interested in forelgn geologlc literatuis and it
is interesting to note that Academician Professor AE Fersman, the most
famous Soviet mineralogist, was the one who in 1944 prepared the special
zonogreéph, "The Minersal Resources of the UBA." In the Bolshaya Sovietskays
Encyclopedis, 1952, 1953, there is exact data concerning the minerel
resources sud production of such;places as Golombia, the Belglen Gongo !
(uraniun production in 1950) and the United States. Special geognphic
Journals have published exact descriptions of Algeria as a result of
Soviet attendance at the International Geologicsl Congress in 1G52..

The Jjournal ,Vok;'cug 8vieta for 1352-1953 givee rumerous descriptions

of American countries.

Af‘cord.ing to the Aeld.euw of: Scienees 1n Koueov, the most recent and
importent theme in comnection with exploration for oil and ges deposits
is the study of the conditions of formation and origin of such deposits.
Most attention in the theoreticel and prectical aspects of the work is .
dirscted tc the kaline (the Dnieper-Donets Buin-poneible oil bearing
shale), the 22 Baku oil fields, the Korth Siberian district, and

North Sakhalin. @goviet-geologlsts are exploring the Midﬂ.le Volge region
for oil shale depcsiip and regsearch in the complex exploitation of odl:
skales ie being conducted ia Estonian deposits. In sddition, paleomto-
logic research concerning micro-fauna in oil bearing strata ls being.
performed. New developments in this field include geophysical seismlic
research methods, and. the study of il structures such as 5alt domes. e
Nev deposits of oil and ges have been discovered in the Casplan apnd.Azov
Seas associated with mmd.volcanoes. The presence of these mud volcanoes
is conside:ed by the Soviets to be a positive indication of the presence
of oil. The volcanoes are found on the Apsheron Peninsula. and. ;l.n the
Kertsch Novorossisk region, 3

Another nrportmt reseavch pru.jec‘s concerns the weathering of 0ld
physical structures such as the Ural Mountains. S8 Smisnov and
Savaritskyi have written about this-in comnection with the possibility
of disceveri.ng new deposits of nickel, cobalt, berylliun, ard rere
elements.~ L - X K

Stmiy of tne geology of the sea has been pub..icized by the ,extboak,.
Geology of the Sem, MV Klenova, Moscow, 1948, and by Senkovitch's
[Zenkeviteh, L.A.1/ Dynamics and Morphology of the Sea a Coasts, Moscow,
Iok6. Soviet gpo;.ogutc have & nevw directive to study the sediments
of the sea bettom; besch erosion, and submerine mountain ranges.
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€. The problems of glaciology, glaclers, and ice structure are discussed by
SV Kolesnik; : Genersl Glacigl Ieningred, 1939 and 1945.. The question
of permafrost (merslota wi {a) ih connection with transportetion and
railroad buiiding in Forth Siberis -is tvésted.hy M Sumgin, Merslotovedenyle,
f Moscow, 1948, . o R : ' -

9. Geotectonic resesrch is & xeqent ares of study of the Moscow Acadeny of
Science. VV Beloousov's Jeneral Geotectonic, Moscow, 1943, concerns his
redioimigration thebry. . This explains the origin of mountains as a result
of thermal: energy.‘created by the diaintegration of rsdicactive substamces
within the earth's crust. An earXer work is MM Tetisev's The Principle
of Geotectonic, Moscow, 19hl. R :
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